
DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 
 

Automn Semester 2018 

Lecturer 

Flora Nativel (fnativel@posteo.net) 

 

Class times and venues 

Monday, 09.00 a.m. 

 

Aims and Objectives 

This module will supply an introduction to cooperation in the field of international relations, focusing 

on the post-colonial socioeconomic relations between North and South.  

A first step is to clarify concepts and definitions for the variety of terms related to cooperation and 

development. It will provide the means for a general understanding of international cooperation.  

Then, the course will dive into development initiatives that have been implemented throughout the 

past sixty years so as to build a critical overlook of international cooperation actions. 

Finally, by analysing projects of cooperation for development, the students will have the opportunity 

of experiencing contents, methodology and practices used and practiced by cooperation actors. 

 

The main objective of this course is to provide key concepts to build students individual critical 

methods so as to consider the impact of the former empires (soft and hard powers) on the post-

colonial societies. Is globalisation a result of the colonial era? Are projects of cooperation instruments 

for imposing power or actual means for helping undermined communities? How can interventions of 

cooperation be measurable and considered as successful?     

 

 

Core Texts 

 

Escobar, A. (1995) Encountering development: the Making and unmaking of the Third World. 

Princeton University Press. 

 

General Books 

Baylis, J., Smith, S., Owens, P. (2008). The globalization of world politics. Oxford & New York: Oxford 

University Press. 

Smith, B. (2003). Understanding Third World Politics, 2nd Ed. Basingstoke & New York: Palgrave 

Macmillan. 

Sen, A. (2000) Development as Freedom, New York: Anchor Books. 

Specific subjects 

Arts, K. & Dickson, A.K. (2004) EU Development Cooperation: from Model to Symbol, Manchester 

University Press. 
Entirely readable here: http://www.oapen.org/search?identifier=341330  

Collier,P. (2007) The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What can be Done 

About it, Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press.  
Entirely readable here: https://www.sfu.ca/content/sfu/dean-

gradstudies/events/dreamcolloquium/SpringColloquium/Readings/Readings/_jcr_content/main_content/download_47/file.res/Paul%20C

ollier  

http://www.oapen.org/search?identifier=341330
https://www.sfu.ca/content/sfu/dean-gradstudies/events/dreamcolloquium/SpringColloquium/Readings/Readings/_jcr_content/main_content/download_47/file.res/Paul%20Collier
https://www.sfu.ca/content/sfu/dean-gradstudies/events/dreamcolloquium/SpringColloquium/Readings/Readings/_jcr_content/main_content/download_47/file.res/Paul%20Collier
https://www.sfu.ca/content/sfu/dean-gradstudies/events/dreamcolloquium/SpringColloquium/Readings/Readings/_jcr_content/main_content/download_47/file.res/Paul%20Collier


Galeano, E. (2014) Open veins of Latin America: Five Centuries of the Pillage of a Continent, Buenos 

Aires: Siglo XXI Editores 

 

Articles 

Jervis, R. (1978). Cooperation under the security dilemma. World Politics, vol.30, no.2. 

Milner, H. (1992). International theories of cooperation: strengths and weaknesses. World Politics 

vol. 44, 466-496. 

Morgenthau, H. (1962) A Political Theory of Foreign Aid, The American Political Science Review, Vol. 

56, No. 2, pp. 301-309. 

Freres, C. (2000). The European Union as a Global "Civilian Power": Development Cooperation in EU-

Latin American Relations. Journal of Interamerican Studies and World Affairs, vol.42, no.2.  
Readable here: https://www.jstor.org/stable/166282  
Carmody, P. (1998) Constructing Alternatives to Structural Adjustment in Africa. Review of African 

Political Economy, Vol. 25, No. 75, pp. 25-46 

 

Assessments 

The two assessments are designed to help the students develop their understanding of the subject in 

the field of research that corresponds to their centre of interests. Case studies must be supported by 

critical analysis and justification. 

The oral presentation is preferred to prevent a long and fastidious writing phase. Note-taking and 

writing will be overviewed if necessary to encourage confidence and creativity. A pair mentoring will 

be instituted to facilitate research, writing and presentation work. 

Both subjects for both assessments will be introduced during module 1.  

Students have until October 22nd to submit their project title. 

1. For module 3: Group work - presentation of a type of reciprocal relation between states or 

non-state actors in the field of development - 10 min per groups. 

2. For module 5: Project – individual presentation based on any aspect of cooperation for 

development specified by the student (technical, theoretical, political, sociological, etc.) - 20 

min per person. 

 

 

Modules outline  

 

Module 1: October 15th, 2018 

Defining cooperation and development 

This module will enable us to discuss the semantics and set up definitions around the biased notions 

of cooperation and development. By evaluating the dynamics of interactions, we will classify through 

a systemic approach, what is reciprocity, what are interdependences, what is conflict and what is 

cooperation in human societies. With this set of definitions we will reconsider exchange, altruism and 

self-interest at local and global level. 

Hobbes (Leviathan and De cive) : “The condition of man… is the condition of war of everyone against 

everyone” /  “man is solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short” / “To speak impartially, both sayings 

are very true; That Man to Man is a kind of God; and that Man to Man is an arrant Wolfe. The first is 

true, if we compare Citizens amongst themselves; and the second, if we compare Cities.” / “all sane 

individual desires power” – that’s why individuals need to be constrained  
 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/166282


Empathy is the result of mirror neurons that make us perceive and recognise what the other is feeling. 

“The other literally smiles in our brain.” (Haidt, The righteous mind: Why good people are divided by 

politics and religion, 2012).  

The specificity of human beings is the capacity of representing the other and of taking care of him. 

It only happens in social context: above the Dunbar number (150), empathy and mutual aid are 

impossible.  so how to imagine international cooperation? 

 

Kropotkin (Mutual Aid): Organisms that cooperate survive better.  

Goes against materialist and determinist thinking of the 19th century that believes mankind must 

disconnect form ‘natural’ instincts and emotions. 

Darwin (Origin of species): individuals survive better with competition and the group needs this 

energy to construct itself /  but groups survive better with cooperation and the group needs this 

trust to enforce itself  multilevel selection  

William Muir Poultry experiment. 

 

Neo-liberalism is seen as a non-ideological state of nature (leading to the ‘End of history’ according to 

Francis Fukuyama) while it is, as any other understanding of a system, a vision, a consideration of how 

things work. 

Altruism is a feeling of wholeness lived by one individual towards the group. Haidt considers humans 

are 90% chimp (motivated by individual beliefs and feelings) and 10% bees (linked by very strong 

attachment feelings to a greater entity). It produces soldiers’ companionship at war, mass exaltation 

in authoritarian regimes, or the righteous among the Nations during WWII. 

Kropotkin: “A call is thus made to humans to guide each other, not only by love that is always personal 

or remains in the sphere of the tribe, but also by the conscience of being one with all the human 

beings”.  

 Altruism is thus a result of interdependence: because individuals were necessarily connected, 

they started helping the cooperative ones to ensure their own comfort of survival. 

 

“War can be analized as the sacrificial ritual that maintains or reconstitutes the collective unity, may 

it be a nation, a camp, a church, an alliance or an ethnic group”. Conesa (2011) The engineering of 

the enemy.  

 

Game Theory https://ncase.me/trust/    

Spiral dynamics Clare Graves evolutionist pshychologist, explains the phenomenon of fusion and 

separation between the collective and the individual feeling.  

 

Module 2: October 22nd, 2018 

History of international cooperation 

The timeline of cooperation, specifically after WWII is a baseline for understanding current 

international relations and the use of development cooperation between States in the global society. 

This module will discuss post-colonial history and the effects of discourse, words and definitions in the 

building of the so-called developing world. Globalisation and free trade, wars and civil conflicts, 

multilateral institutionalisation (UN, EU), welfare and the consumer society are all part of the 

https://ncase.me/trust/
https://ncase.me/trust/
https://ncase.me/trust/


dichotomy between rich and poor societies, between progress and failure and between givers and 

beneficiaries.  

 United Nations Global agencies 

https://en.unesco.org/ 

https://www.unido.org/ 

https://www.unenvironment.org/ 

http://www.who.int/ 

http://www.fao.org/ 

http://www.ilo.org/ 

 United Nations Regional agencies 

https://www.uneca.org/ 

http://www.unece.org/ 

https://www.cepal.org/ 

https://www.unescwa.org/ 

 Related funds 

https://www.imf.org/ 

https://www.worldbank.org/  

http://www.ofid.org/  

https://www.ifad.org/  

 

Module 3: November 5th, 2018 

Initiatives for development  

The module will analyse the different types of development cooperation practices through examples 

and case studies. What has been implemented throughout the past decades, in what field of 

development and for what results? 

Duflo’s research on randomisation of foreign aid 

The Vindra Project 

 

Module 4: November 12th, 2018 

Practical analysis of cooperation  

From the political speech to the evaluation post-implementation, cooperation projects will be 

dissected through different perspectives of analysis. This module will provide tangible means of action 

for the students to understand what is at stake in the profession of cooperation officer.  

https://en.unesco.org/
https://en.unesco.org/
https://www.unido.org/who-we-are/unido-brief
https://www.unido.org/who-we-are/unido-brief
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http://www.unece.org/
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https://www.cepal.org/
https://www.unescwa.org/
https://www.unescwa.org/
https://www.imf.org/
https://www.imf.org/
https://www.imf.org/
https://www.worldbank.org/
https://www.worldbank.org/
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https://www.ted.com/talks/esther_duflo_social_experiments_to_fight_poverty?language=fr
https://www.ted.com/talks/esther_duflo_social_experiments_to_fight_poverty?language=fr
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Development_Cooperation_Handbook/Introduction


 Seeking calls for proposals 

General https://www2.fundsforngos.org/category/latest-funds-for-ngos/  

EU https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sites/devco/files/forecast-calls-09102018_en.pdf 

 Program methodology 

https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/evaluation-approach-and-methodology_en  

https://www.adb.org/documents/handbook-project-implementation  

https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Development_Cooperation_Handbook  

 Project analysis 

World Bank magic browser http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic  

Economic development accross fragile communities (Palestine) 

http://projects.worldbank.org/P147235/?lang=en&tab=overview  

 Success Stories 

http://www.fao.org/partnerships/stories/en/  

South-South city-to-city cooperation http://www.fao.org/partnerships/videos/video/en/c/1148032/ 

 

Module 5: November 19th, 2018 

Projects presentations 

Students are invited to present their work. 
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